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Common name:

Scientific name:

Type of animal:

Lives:

Habitat:

Height:

Weight: 

Diet:

Appearance:

Threatened species?

Giraffes’ bodies

Giraffes are the world's tallest mammals, due to their 

long necks and soaring legs. A giraffe's legs alone are 1.8m 

(6 feet) long – the height of an average grown man! 

Surprisingly, giraffes’ legs are very thin for such large animals, 

but they have specialised bone structures, which help to support 

their upper body weight.  With such a massive body, it is no 

surprise that the giraffes' organs and other body parts are in 

proportion with its body size. Their tongues are an impressive 53 

centimetres long, and their feet have a width of 30 centimetres. A 

giraffe's heart is 0.6 metres (2 feet) long and weighs about 11 kg.  You 

may wonder why they need such a long tongue - it helps them pluck leaves from 

high branches that other animals cannot reach. Their long legs allow giraffes to run 

as fast as 35 miles an hour in short spurts and move at an average of 10 miles an 

hour over longer distances. A giraffe's height also helps it to keep a sharp lookout 

for predators across the wide expanse of the African savannah.  

A social animal 

Typically, these towering mammals roam the open grasslands in small groups.  A 

group of giraffes is aptly called a tower.  Giraffes live in herds of related females 

and their offspring, or in bachelor herds of unrelated adult males. Females live in 

groups of 10 to 12 and nursery groups are formed to take care of the each other’s 

offspring. The only time males would be part of this group is if they were being 

raised by their mother.  The young males that are old enough to care for 

themselves, form bachelor herds. They will play with each other, interacting to try 

to find out who is the strongest, which is covered in the next paragraph. 

Battling bulls

As in cattle, female giraffes are called cows while the males are called bulls. Bulls 

sometimes battle one another to establish social hierarchies by butting their long 

necks and heads.  Contests aren't usually dangerous and end when one animal 

submits and walks away. Male giraffes fight with their necks because it's the most 

powerful and manoeuvrable weapon they have. They fight to establish dominance 

or to win the right to mate with the females in a particular area. 

Diet

Giraffes spend most of their day eating similarly to cows – they have the ability to 

regurgitate food and chew it as cud. Due to the fact a giraffe eats thousands of 

leaves each week, it needs to travel numerous miles to find good supplies. The 

stature of a giraffe can be a disadvantage to its diet —it can be a dangerous and 

precarious task to drink at a water hole. They have to spread their legs and bend 

down in an awkward position that makes them vulnerable to predators, like lions, 

jaguars and hyenas. Thankfully for giraffes, they only need to drink once every 

several days as they get most of their water from the water-filled plants they eat.

Giraffes’ offspring

New calves are quite large, at 6 feet tall (1.8 m) and 100 to 150 lbs (45 to 68 kg) 

and are very agile. At just an hour after birth, they are able to stand up and walk 

around.  Like human mums, giraffe mothers often take turns watching over each 

other’s calves. Sometimes, though, the mother giraffe will leave the calf by itself. 

When this happens, the infant will lie down and wait for its mother to return.

Who needs sleep anyway?

Giraffes only sleep around 20 minutes or less per day. Staying awake most of the 

time allows them to be constantly on alert for predators. They sleep in quick power 

naps that last just a couple of minutes!

Life in the wild 

Fewer than 100,000 giraffes remain in the wild. Giraffe populations are dwindling 

due to poaching and habitat loss. They are hunted and their tails are made into 

bracelets and thread for stringing beads. As agricultural settlements in the 

savannah get bigger, the giraffe's main source of food, the acacia tree, is being cut 

down. 

Helping giraffes survive

There are many charities who are hard at work on conservation projects to protect 

giraffes living in the wild.  In zoos like Chester Zoo, they work hard to improve the 

number of giraffes in captivity and try hard to educate the public in the importance 

of supporting threatened species.  

Look at what these charities are doing: 

https://giraffeconservation.org/

https://www.awf.org/projects/west-african-giraffe-conservation

How can you help to protect giraffes and other threatened wildlife?

1. Adopt an Animal – a symbolic adoption helps save real animals in the wild.

2. Take Action – fundraise and give money to charities.

3. Stay Informed – use the internet, magazines and newspapers to keep in touch 

with the latest conservation projects happening in Africa. 

Tan, white or yellow coats that are spotted with brown,

square shapes with individual patterns. 

Herbivore

800kg

4.6metres – 6.1metres

Sub-Saharan Africa

Mammals

Giraffa camelopardalis

Giraffe

 ‘Vulnerable’, which means that giraffes face a 

“high risk” of extinction in the wild.

Savannah (semi-arid, open woodlands with scattered 

trees and bushes)
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