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Co-ordinating conjunctions

LO : to use a range of coordinating conjunctions to 
compose multi-clause sentences

Y3/ Y4
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What do all of these have in common? 

Fish and chips

We ran out of milk so I went to 
the shop to buy some more.

He was a strict referee, 
but completely fair

I need to find a job for I am unemployed.

You can eat your cake with 
a spoon or fork.

He didn’t do his homework last 
night nor did he read his book.
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Sonny was unable to go outside______ it was raining heavily.

Sarah climbed two mountains _______ walked along five streams.

Charlie is unable to find his keys _____ is he able to find his car.

The weather was beautiful outside______ Sarah and Tom decided to stay indoors.

I can cook something special tonight _____ Jim can pop down to the fish and chip shop.

As Terry climbed the mountain, he felt terrified _______ his determination pushed him to 
get to the top.

I work hard _____ I will achieve good results in my tests.

Which co-ordinating conjunction will you use and why?
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Sonny was unable to go outside ______ it was 
raining heavily.
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Answer

Sonny was unable to go outside for it was 
raining heavily.

- Similar to because
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Sarah climbed two mountains _______ walked 
along five streams.
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Answer

Sarah climbed two mountains and walked 
along five streams.

- Links/additional information
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Charlie is unable to find his keys _____ is he 
able to find his car.



1

www.grammarsaurus.co.uk

9
Answer

Charlie is unable to find his keys nor is he 
able to find his car.

Negative- must be a negative clause first
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The weather was beautiful outside______ 
Sarah and Tom decided to stay indoors.
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Answer

The weather was beautiful outside but Sarah 
and Tom decided to stay indoors.

- Contrast
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I can cook something special tonight _____ 
Jim can pop down to the fish and chip shop.
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Answer

I can cook something special tonight or 
Jim can pop down to the fish and chip shop.

- Choice
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As Terry climbed the mountain, he felt 
terrified _______ his determination pushed 
him to get to the top.
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Answer

As Terry climbed the mountain, he felt 
terrified, yet his determination pushed him 
to get to the top.

- Opposite
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I work hard _____ I will achieve good results 
in my tests.
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Answer

I work hard so I will achieve good results in 
my tests

- Cause and effect
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The green car drove menacingly through 
the town. The cyclist rode calmly.�
��
The busker could not play the guitar. 
The busker was unable to sing.

Use co-ordinating conjunctions to 
make multi-clause sentences about 
the events in this busy town.

Check- do we have two independent 
clauses? How do you know?
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Sally has been working hard to use the correct co-ordinating conjunctions in her work. 

Do you agree with her choice here? Explain your answer using what you know about co-ordinating 
conjunctions and their meaning.

John did his homework so he forgot to hand it in.


