










Descriptive Writing
Spooky Tales

• Each day, you will be introduced to a 
section from a tale in the book. 

• You will then write that section yourself 
when the session has ended. 

• For the final piece, you will write your 
own spooky tale. Each day, you will learn 
how to write a section that can then be 
adapted for your own story.

• Until we get to the final piece, I think you 
should stick to the same characters, 
locations, story lines that happen, but of 
course you can add things if they make 
your writing successful.



Monday 27th April 2020

LO: To make links across 
paragraphs, using cohesive devices.



Cohesive 
devices?

• Ways to join paragraphs. 

• Words or phrases that create flow. 

Why might we do this?

What might the devices be?



So, it is always important that our 
writing is cohesive. It cannot keep 
jumping from scene to scene.

I always tell you to imagine your 
writing as a film. If you were 
watching what is happening, would 
it flow appropriately?



Depth



The end of Michael’s umbilical cord 
disappeared from sight as it stretched through 
the murky ocean waters above him. His only 
source of air and radio, it was his lifeline to the 
surface.

Below the teenager’s feet sat a monstrous, 
sunken submarine. Downed at the start of the 
Second World War, the sub had dutifully 
sheltered the remains of its dead crew in the 
decades since the attack – an impenetrable 
steel morgue that, until recently, had lain 
undiscovered at the bottom of an ocean 
trench.



Take a couple of minutes to think about 
and answer these questions in the 
comments section.

What is the umbilical cord? Why is it 
described as an umbilical cord?

What word creates cohesion between 
the two paragraphs? Why?

What does the author describe the 
submarine as being like?



It was Michael’s parents who’d found the 
wreck. He could still remember their giddy 
anticipation the day they disembarked into 
these dark ocean waters, the first to 
glimpse the corroded vessel since it had 
sunk. 

They’d never returned from that dive, 
leaving Michael with just a final, terrified 
radio transmission, likely fuelled by 
nitrogen narcosis, or “diver’s madness”:
“Please! Help! They’re coming.”



Take a couple of minutes to 
think about and answer these 
questions in the comments 
section.

What phrases create cohesion 
in the last two paragraphs?

There is some excellent 
vocabulary in those two 
paragraphs. Can you spot 
them?



So… why do I like this?

Each paragraph starts with a 
cohesive device that links to the 
previous paragraph.

Because each paragraph starts 
with a cohesive device, the story 
flows nicely. 

As a result, the reader gets a clear 
understanding of what is 
happening?



Success Criteria

Time to start writing. 
You are to continue the story from where I got to.

I have already read you this story, but you don’t have to 
reach the end. Remember just spend 45 minutes writing. 
You may just write about Michael arriving at the sub, 
entering it and then what he first experiences.

You must start each paragraph with a cohesive device. 
Below is a list of examples you could use.

Now it was Michael’s duty…
Michael moved into action…
Inside…
Continuing onward…
Finally…
After what seemed an eternity…


