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Adolf Hitler 
Born: April 20th 1889 

Braunau am Inn, Austria 

 

Died: April 30th 1945 

Berlin, Germany. 

Adolf Hitler was born on April 20th, 1889, in Braunau-am-Inn, Austria.  His father was 

a customs officer and his mother gave birth to two other children, but both of them 

died.  He dropped out of school early at the age of sixteen with dreams of becoming 

an artist, but his application to the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna was turned down 

twice.  With his hopes destroyed, Hitler lived a hard life after his mother died from 

cancer in 1908.  He moved from homeless shelter to homeless shelter, eating at soup 

kitchens and, despite job offers, he chose to live in poverty.  

When World War I began in 1914, he joined the German army.  In battle, he proved 

to be a brave soldier and was promoted to the rank of Corporal and awarded the Iron 

Cross Second Class for his efforts.  In 1918, just before the war ended, he was 

caught in a cloud of gas released by English soldiers and was overcome.  He survived, 

but was unable to see for several months until his eyes recovered. 

After World War I ended, Hitler moved to Munich, Germany. While there, he joined 

the National Socialist German Workers' Party (NSDAP) in 1919 and worked full time 

for them.  His hard work paid off when he was elected as the party chairman in 1921.  

Hitler proved to be a natural speaker and persuaded many German people to support 

the party.  His name became well known throughout Munich and many people would 

listen to him talk.  As time went by, he started to talk about how he thought the 

German race was better than others, and blamed other people for the hard times 

Germany faced.  

In November of 1923, he tried to take control of Germany, but he was arrested by 

the police and put into prison for five years.  With all the free time in prison, Hitler 

decided to write a book of his thoughts, naming it ‘Mein Kampf’ (My Struggle).  

The book was mainly about his life but it also contained some of his thoughts for the 

future: 

- The great masses of the people will more easily fall victim to a big lie than to a small one.  

- Sooner will a camel pass through a needle's eye than a great man be 'discovered' by an election.  

- The broad masses of a population are more amenable to the appeal of rhetoric than to any other force.  

- Never forget that the most sacred right on this earth is man's right to have the earth to till with his own hands, 

the most sacred sacrifice the blood that a man sheds for this earth.  

- Those who want to live, let them fight, and those who do not want to fight in this world of eternal struggle do 

not deserve to live.  

- Any alliance whose purpose is not the intention to wage war is senseless and useless.  
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The book was enormously popular and became the virtual ‘Bible’ of every Nazi.  By the 

end of the war, 10 million copies of the book had been sold or given away in Germany 

(every newlywed couple, as well as soldiers were given a free copy). 

Hitler was released after only nine months in prison and he rejoined his friends in 

what was now known as the Nazi party.  By 1930, the party had 107 seats in the 

German parliament and Hitler had a lot of ‘influence’ over the people of Germany.  His 

party placed pressure on the leader of Germany, President Hindenberg, and Hitler 

was named Chancellor of Germany in January of 1933.  

Once Hitler gained his position of power, he introduced laws into legislation that gave 

him powers over Germany.  Within a short time, he had removed the president from 

power and become the only leader of Germany.  

After World War I, Germany had agreed to not build up its army, but Hitler ignored 

it.  The German armed forces increased in number and posed a great threat to the 

small countries nearby.  

In 1938, Hitler sent troops into Austria and Czechoslovakia, they didn’t fight back!  

France and Great Britain were horrified by these attacks and made an agreement 

with Hitler that he wouldn't attack any more countries.  In 1939 Hitler attacked 

Poland, causing Great Britain and France to declare war on Germany yet again. 

France was not prepared for the strength of the German army and fell quickly, along 

with most of Europe.  

Hitler began to take action against everyone that he felt was a threat to his dream.  

This group of people included Jews, Communists and Africans.  The German police 

were encouraged to harass these people and eventually remove them from Germany 

into ghettos and concentration camps.  Unknown to most of the German population, 

Hitler carried out ‘The Final Solution to the Jewish Question’, by burning thousands 

of Jewish people every day in death camps in Germany and Poland.  

Hitler made a serious error of judgement when he decided to invade the Soviet Union 

in 1941, the German army suffered huge losses over two years.  On July 20th 1944, a 

group German officers led by Colonel Graf von Stauffenberg tried to kill Hitler with 

a bomb, but failed. 

Things were looking bad for Hitler in 1945.  Germany was fighting against Great 

Britain, the United States, and the Soviet Union, and its forces were quickly being 

destroyed.  On April 30th, 1945, Hitler killed himself and his wife Eva Braun in a 

bunker in Berlin.  His body was discovered soon after by the Soviet army, ending his 

reign of terror.  Today, Hitler remains one of the most infamous figures in history 

and is blamed for the deaths of millions of Jews. 


