
The Tudors: Why Did Henry 
VIII Break with Rome?



• To identify the problems King Henry VIII faced in 1533.

• To categorise the causes of the English Reformation, and organise them in 
a Venn diagram to show links. 

• To investigate the reasons why King Henry VIII broke with Rome.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria



How Religious Was Henry VIII?
Catholic = Catholics base their 
beliefs on the Christian Bible

Protestant = Although 
many Protestant churches have 

different beliefs, 
all Protestants reject Roman 
Catholicism and the power of 

its leader, the pope
The word Protestant is made 
from two Latin words:
pro = "publicly" and testari = 
"to bear witness" (protest).

Critisism = judged in a 
disapproving way

In 1521, Pope Leo X granted Henry VIII 
the title of ‘Defender of the Faith’ after 

Henry wrote a letter defending the 
Catholic Church from the criticism of 

the Protestant movement.

Henry VIII was a Catholic, as was 
his wife, the Spanish Catherine of 

Aragon.



How Religious Was Henry VIII?

Why might the phrase ‘Defender 
of the Faith’ still be important 

to have on coins today?

The title ‘Defender of the Faith’ 
was passed down to the future 

monarchs of Britain. 

The initials FD on all 
coins today are the Latin 
shortening of the title.



What Was the Reformation?
Throughout the 16th Century, many 
people in Europe weren’t happy about 
the Catholic Church. 
Many protested against the inequality of 
the Catholic Church and what they 
believed to be the corruption (wrong) of 
the Church.

Up until the 16th century most people were Roman 
Catholic and the Pope in Rome was the head of all the 
Christian Church.
In 1517, a German monk called Martin Luther led a 
breakaway from the Roman Catholic church. He put 
95 theses (statements/rules) on the door of the church.
.

Many people agreed and there was a reforming 
(changing) of the Church in Europe. 

This was The Reformation.



What Problems Did Henry 
Have in 1533?

1509 – Henry becomes King and marries his 
dead brother’s widow (Catherine of Aragon).

1521 – Henry becomes the ‘Defender of the Faith’.

1527 – Henry falls in love with Anne Boleyn –
Catherine was too old to have more children.

1533 – Anne Boleyn gets pregnant.

The Pope refuses to grant Henry an annulment 
(end) to his marriage to Catherine of Aragon.

Henry needs money to fund war with France.



Why Did Henry Break with Rome?
Using the table on the task sheet, categorise the reasons why Henry broke with 

Rome. 

Which category was the most 
important for Henry?




