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English:  
During English lessons, we will continue to focus on writing for different 
purposes. To start the term, we will research, plan and write a discussion 
text around the topic: ‘Should children under 16 be allowed to have mobile 
phones?’ Within this unit, we will focus on the literacy side of the topic 
(e.g. the language and structure of discussions) and make links, but we will 
also explore issues such as  cyberbullying and internet safety. 
After this, we will begin to look at displacement stories, focusing on 
settings and characterisation in evacuation stories such as ‘Carrie’s War’ 
and ‘Goodnight Mr Tom.’ We will also study the story ‘Rose Blanche’ 
where we will focus on some of the issues from WWII.  
Following these units, we will be writing a biography on Winston Churchill 
to finish off our WWII topic. We will also read a variety of war poetry 
looking at the use of language and focussing on our understanding of the 
poems.  Don’t forget our exciting trip to the British Library—Jan 16th. 

History   
This term our topic will be ‘World War II.’ Throughout the unit, we will explore 
the causes and effects of the war, the people involved and the areas affected. 
Much of our focus will be on the effect of the war on children (including evacua-
tion) and the Blitz. We will be discussing some sensitive topics throughout the 
unit, and I have asked the children to speak with me first before sharing any 
information they may find out, or already know, through discussions at home or 
with older siblings. If you have any items associated with the war, please name 
these and bring them in! We’ve booked an exciting trip to the RAF museum on 
the 2nd March (details to follow) and an exciting visit from an army officer and 
soldier on the 5th Feb where we will be able to find out how the army has 
changed from WWII to now. 

PE:  
Outdoor PE is on Tuesday afternoons and Indoor PE is on Monday afternoons. 
We will be continuing with our programme- real PE- which focuses on skills spe-
cific to all sports. The children will develop their skills through invasion games, 
developing their skills of ball passing, control and spatial awareness in a variety 

Homework and Spellings: 
Maths and English homework will continue to be sent out on Monday to 
be returned by Friday. Each piece of homework should last for approxi-
mately 30 minutes. If you are unsure about the work set, the children must 
come to see me by Thursday at the latest.  
The spelling keyrings will continue to be tested on Friday mornings. Once 
the keyrings have been completed, children will be set spellings involving 
spelling rules which will also be tested on Friday mornings. These spellings 
will be found on the Spelling Jotter website. 

Maths: 
Teaching will continue to cover the following strands: Number and place 
value, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, fractions 
(including decimals and percentages), ratio and proportion, algebra, 
measurement, geometry and statistics.  
We will be focussing this term on the arithmetic paper and securing our 
use of the four operations with numbers and fractions.  
Children should continue to practise the four operations, their mental 
maths skills and times tables at home in order to support their learning 
in school. 

RE: 
The children will look at stories from Chris-
tianity and Buddhism and how expressive 
arts are significant for religious believers.  

French:  
We will be focussing on using key 
verbs in sentences. Conversational 
French will focus on asking and an-
swering questions. Children will record 
work in writing and will continue to 
increase their vocabulary in different 
topics such as the house and shops. 

Science: 

During the first half term the children will use the knowledge they have gained 
previously of electricity and of constructing circuits to make a burglar alarm and 
a set of traffic lights. Children will be required to record circuit diagrams using 
the correct symbols and be able to explain why some circuits don’t work and 
what they need to do to correct this. During the second half term children will 
study the history behind how to classify different plant and animal species and 
use this knowledge to investigate plants in their local environment. 

Music: 
The children will continue to learn from the 
Voices Foundation scheme with Miss Sey-
mour. The children will also learn some 
songs from WWII to link with our topic. 

Computing: 
Our work in Computing will focus on using 
core programs including PowerPoint and 
Excel. They will learn how to create effec-
tive presentations in PowerPoint and will 
learn to use formulae within Excel, create 
graphs and analyse the data inputted.  

Practice Books sent home: 
The children will have an English practice book and a maths practice book 
sent home. Please ensure that the children only complete the activities that 
I have suggested—different topics will be more relevant (and more benefi-
cial) to the children at different times in the year. We have also signed up 
to a SPaG website for which the children each have individual logins. 
Some of their homework may involve tasks from this site. 

Art/ DT: 
This term, we will be using our WWII topic as our focus for: portraits of 
soldiers, propaganda posters and making rations recipes . 


