
English: We will begin the term by looking at The 
Great Kapok Tree to inspire descriptive writing and 
poetry about the rainforest. We will then look at 
discussion texts and debate as we learn about 
deforestation in the Amazon. In addition, we will be 
writing reports about rainforest animals. After half 
term, we will then move on to writing for a specific 
effect: suspense and mystery. We will read and 
respond to various suspense and mystery texts, before 
experimenting with these authorial skills in our own 
writing. We will also be writing some of our own poems 
and will be looking at where cocoa comes from to write 
an explanation text. 

Science:  We will be studying the difference in life cycles of different living things and the cycle of reproduction in some plants and animals, 
including humans.  

Geography: This term, we will be studying the physical and human geography of South America. We will research and learn 
about South America in general, before focusing on a specific country (Brazil) within the continent. We will compare and 
contrast our findings to other geographical locations, particularly the UK. Within lessons, we will consider issues surrounding the 
Amazon River and Rainforest such as deforestation and ownership. If you have any books, postcards, pictures or artefacts from 
South America at home, please bring these in to share with the class. 
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Maths: All children need to learn their tables (to 12 x 12) in order to recall facts quickly, out of 
sequence and the related division facts. Objectives this term will include converting units of 
measure including imperial measure, shape, fractions, decimals and percentages and line graphs.   

Music: The children will explore traditional music from South 
America with Miss Seymour, they will listen to and create music 
using instruments and their voices. This will link to the music they 
hear in their dance lessons. 

French:  Our main topics will concern: food and drink (au café), likes, dislikes and hobbies. We 
begin each topic by verbally developing our vocabulary, before applying our learning in written tasks. 

PE: Swimming is on Friday (2.30 – 3.00). Please note that the children will be ready for collections at 3.15 pm. 
Please collect your children from William Penn before returning to school to collect siblings. Please ensure that the 
children are collected promptly from the leisure centre. Teachers will ensure that siblings of the children at the 
pool wait in the school hall if you are not on the playground at the end of pick up time. Year 5 will have a series of 
dance sessions with Ashleigh Ovens (who worked with our Y6 class in spring). The lessons will be linked to the topic of 
South America and should prove enjoyable. There will also be the action packed two days of outdoor activities at HOAC 
which the children will undoubtedly enjoy as they challenge themselves. 

Homework and Spellings:  Maths and English homework will 
continue be sent out on Monday to be returned by Friday. The 
children are expected to spend a maximum of 30 minutes on each 
piece of homework. Spellings will continue to be given out on a 
Monday and spelling tests will occur every Friday focusing on 
taught spelling rules. In addition to the spelling activities in school, 
the children are expected to practise their spellings (including 
learning their meanings) at home. They can do this using the online 
system or using the sheets I hand out on a Monday. Children 
should also be practising the statutory 100 words for Year 5 and 6. 

Art: Our Art topic will link to our geography topic and will 
focus on sculpture. The children will sketch then create a bird 
sculpture based on birds from the Amazon rainforest. This will 
involve the use of papier mache and recycled materials. 

Reading: Please encourage your child to read regularly. 
It is expected that each child should read at least 5 
times a week. The children should update their 
independent reading record throughout the week, 
recording the date, book and amount read. Books can be 
changed on Thursdays. Shared reading will continue to 
take place on a Friday morning (9.05-9.20am).  

RE:  We will start the term by looking at religious leaders. We will then be reading and reflecting on various 
creation stories. We will also look at children’s own beliefs and big questions. 

 
Computing: (With Mrs Shepherd) In computing, we started the term by reviewing eSafety practices and gaining a better understanding of how to stay safe when using online technology.  We 
explored the website www.thinkuknow.co.uk (an educational programme developed by CEOP) which includes fun, age-appropriate activities to teach children how to stay safe when using the 
numerous online platforms available to them.  Please take a look at this website with your child at home if you can and discuss eSafety with them.   
 
Our topic for this term is Stop-Motion Animation!  We will be using a range of stop-motion Apps and software including iMotion on the ipads and Windows Movie maker on the PCs. The children will 
be generating storyboards for their ideas and creating backgrounds and props for their own animations.  The children will work in small groups to create a final animation film using the skills they 
have practised over the weeks. 
    

PSHE:  Through discussion, reflection and group activities, we 
will focus on: dealing with dilemmas, being an effective 
learner, helping others and reflecting on the year. 


