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Dear Parents 
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Spring – first half term 
 

Happy New Year! First of all, the Reception Team and I would like to say a very big thank you for your kind 
gifts at the end of last term. I hope you had a lovely Christmas full of fun and rest and are refreshed and 
ready for the new term. Our topic for this half term will be ‘Fairy tales’. Through this topic the children will be 
learning about a variety of traditional tales and will be focusing on storytelling and story mapping. They will 
really be using their imagination this term to create their own ideas, we will be developing the children’s 
composition skills. Our role play areas have been set up as Jack and the Beanstalk and a Fairy Tale Castle. 
The children will be encouraged to retell stories in these areas using language learnt from the tales as well as 
creating stories and lands of their own. 
 
In literacy the children will be learning to retell stories using drama, actions and expression as well as creating, 
planning and writing their own exciting versions. In phonics, most children will be moving onto phase 3 and 
‘twosies’ (digraphs) such as ‘ch’ and ‘sh’ which are two letters that make one sound and consolidating their 
understanding of phase 2 sounds. The children’s knowledge of tricky words really improved last term so please 
continue to work on these at home. 
 
In maths the children will either be focusing on one more and one less or addition and subtraction depending 
on each child’s individual ability. We will be working practically to solve problems in these areas such as with 
counting animals and numberlines. All maths groups will focus on counting aloud and beyond 20 as well as 
counting backwards. If your child is still not secure on their numbers to 20, please continue to work on this at 
home.  
 
In P.E. we will begin outdoor PE (if the weather allows) so please make sure your child has trainers in their PE 
kit. We will be working on ball skills such as throwing, catching and kicking with control so feel free to 
practise these skills at home. In computing we will be working on our mouse skills. We will be using age 
appropriate games which can also be accessed at home on http://www.ictgames.com/. In Busy fingers we will 
be continuing to develop fine motor skills in a fun and exciting way.  
 
Finally, there will be another Stay and Play this half term on Tuesday 22nd January and Thursday 24th 
January. Please fill in the attached form and return to a member of the Reception Team. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Miss Hacking and the Reception Team. 
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