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It has been lovely to welcome back the children to school. I 

am looking forward to teaching them during this busy  

autumn term 

English 

We follow the English curriculum and Letters and Sounds for 

phonics.  We have daily phonic lessons and any support learning 

their sounds will really help your child progress.  On Fridays your 

child will come home with a new sound which they would have 

learnt in the week to consolidate their learning. Please continue to 

support your child at home through playing games and creating 

words. 

First half term:  The children will be looking at non– fiction texts to 

begin the term. They will understand what lists, labels and 

captions are and use them in their instruction writing alongside 

diagrams. The children will then move onto looking at familiar 

stories: the characters, settings and the basic story structure.   

Second half term:  After half term the focus is poetry. The children 

will read and perform poetry to each other and write their own 

rhyming couplets. Then they will look at stories with repeating 

patterns. These stories are very enjoyable as they are easy to read 

and join in with.  The children will begin to create their own 

versions of these stories.  As well as this, they will focus on using 

expression with their reading and gaining the audience’s attention.  

 

 Maths 

This term the children will be focussing on place value and number. It 

is important for the children to grasp number early to be able to move 

onto other areas of maths. The children will be counting forwards and 

backwards from 0 and ordering numbers. Through investigations the 

children will understand which numbers are odd and even and 

develop the concept of doubling and halving numbers.  We will be 

learning number bonds to 10 and beyond as appropriate.   

There are a huge variety of number games to play with the children 

and the BBC has an excellent website to support your child’s learning. 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks1bitesize.  Another good website is: http://

topmarks.co.uk/educationalgames.aspx Also any games you play with 

counting and adding will help. 

Science:  

First half term: Seasons—Autumn and Winter: The children will be focussing  on the 

seasons of autumn and winter.  Through observations, investigations and data the 

children will look at the changes that happen to the environment in these seasons.  

Second half term: Animals including humans: We will be focussing on humans and 

how we move and grow. The children will be able to label body parts and use their 

senses to describe textures, sounds and smells.  

Geography—Our Local Area 

The topic focuses on the children’s immediate 

area, their homes, school, local shops and 

areas of interest.  The children will also learn   

geography further afield such as which county, 

country, continent, planet we live in. We will 

be also looking at their journey to school and 

what we find in our local area.   

PSHE 

Our topics are ‘New Beginnings’ and ‘Getting On and Falling Out’ 

PE 

Gymnastics: The topic in gymnastics this term is ‘flight’. The children will 

be learning the correct skills to be able to jump safely on the ground or 

from a height. 

Dance: The children will become story tellers through dance capturing the 

emotion of characters through speed, level and direction of movement. 

Games: The focus in games will be to develop the children’s throwing, 

catching and bouncing skills. 

Computing 

The children will develop their skills in using the mouse to help them log onto 

the computer.  They  will then be developing this control through using simple 

tools in paint and by including simple additions to pictures. 

The children will be taught word processing skills, this involves the children 

using the computer to form sentences by selecting and moving items on a 

screen, developing control of a mouse and developing familiarity with the 

keyboard.  

Music 

The children will be singing songs related to the body and creating 

music with their hands on different parts of their body. The children 

will be thinking about making loud and soft sounds.  This will be 

taught through material from the Voices Foundation Scheme. 

RE 

The children look at what it means to belong to a community.  The children will 

think about themselves, which groups they belong to (whether it be at home or 

school) and what makes these groups special.  In this term the children will be 

learning about the christening ceremony and religious objects. 

Light—The children will look at how light features as a symbol in different 

religions.  They will discuss the meaning of Christmas and will be busy 

preparing for a Christmas production. 

Art/ DT 

This half term the children will be  exploring colour mixing through painting.  

They will mix a range of secondary colours and predict the end results. The 

children will explore the relationship between colour and mood by 

interpreting paintings by Picasso.  

After half term the children will learn a range of techniques to manipulate 

clay. They will learn decorative techniques to replicate patterns  and textures 

to be able to  make a lamp for the Diwali festival.  

Homework:  Maths homework will be given out on Mondays with answers. 

This is so you can check your child’s work at home. This needs to be returned 

by the Friday. As well as this on Monday’s a set of spellings will be uploaded 

onto School Jotter to be learnt to be tested the following Monday. https://

arnetthills.home.schooljotter2.com This can also be found on the school 

website under the children tab, then click on homework and the link is in red. 
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