










Descriptive Writing
Spooky Tales

• Each day, you will be introduced to a 
section from a tale in the book. 

• You will then write that section yourself 
when the session has ended. 

• For the final piece, you will write your 
own spooky tale. Each day, you will learn 
how to write a section that can then be 
adapted for your own story.

• Until we get to the final piece, I think you 
should stick to the same characters, 
locations, story lines that happen, but of 
course you can add things if they make 
your writing successful.



Tuesday 28th April 2020

LO: To use a range of sentence 
types for affect.

To show character development.



Character 
development?

The character develops / changes as the 
story progresses.

Why might we do this?

How might they develop?



It’s important to show character 
development, because it makes the 
story relatable and be more 
realistic.

If something terrible kept on 
happening to a character and they 
never reacted to it, then it doesn’t 
feel real to the reader.



Don’t Open 
Your Eyes



Grace was afraid. The creaking 
inside her bedroom was 
getting increasingly louder and 
she did not dare make eye 
contact with the ghost that 
was responsible for it. Grace 
quieted her breathing and 
listened carefully. She could 
hear the dull whistle of a 
swirling wind encircling her 
bed, and she knew…the ghost 
was closer.
Grace felt her pulse quicken; 
her heart beat with such 
intensity that her nightgown 
bounced up and down against 
her chest. The fear was 
consuming Grace. It had never 
been this bad before.



Take a couple of minutes to think 
about and answer these 
questions in the comments 
section.

What is developing within the 
character at this point?

How do we know she is getting 
more and more scared? Find 
vocabulary evidence of this.



It was then that a thought began to form in 
Grace’s head. A new thought. A bold 
thought. A liberating thought… perhaps there 
was no ghost.
Grace felt foolish. This was all absurd. There 
was no ghost. She’d imagined the whole 
thing. Of course, she had. How childish of 
her. Enough was enough.
Confidently, Grace tossed back the 
comforters, taking a deep breath, and feeling 
the fresh air on her face. Slowly, the room 
came into focus, until at last she could clearly 
see a milky, shifting shape floating over her 
bed.
“You should have kept your eyes closed.”



Take a couple of minutes to think about and answer these 
questions in the comments section.

The character has developed again. This time in a different 
way.. How has she developed this time?

What do you notice about the sentences in this section?
Why has the author done this?



So… why do I like this?

There is clear character development. Terrified to confident and 
back again.

The short sentences work perfectly at conveying how the 
character is reacting at that point of the story.

Really like the ending. You feel good that the character has built 
up the confidence to not be scared, but then turns out she did 
actually have something to be scared about.



Success Criteria

Time to start writing. 

There needs to be a clear development of the character. 
Focusing on their feelings is the best way to do it.
Don’t change too quickly though. Needs to be a gradual 
process.

I think something needs to happen for your character to 
have that change.

Use short sentences to create the desired affect you are 
looking for. 


