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Reading Comprehension

When I was little, my mum used to tell me to tidy my room.  I would tell her I 

would do it in a minute, but something always seemed to get in the way – there 

was always a TV program to watch, or a doll to dress up.  More often than not, she 

would return to the living room half an hour later and see me.  I would still be 

playing and would not have done any tidying…

I remember one particular day. “Blessing, I asked you to tidy your room!,” mum 

bellowed at me. 

I peered up at her, making my big, brown eyes look as sad as possible and quietly 

whispered, “But mummy, Jessica the dolly needed me to change her outfit first.”

“Go upstairs now! That room will not tidy itself,” was her only reply, as she 

stormed out dragging the mop behind her. 

In order to make her happy, I tramped upstairs and gazed around my room.  It’s 

not that bad, I thought to myself.  I sat on the end of the bed and my absent stare 

landed on my brand new, unopened LOL Surprise.  Hmm, tidy or play? 

Play won. It always wins, doesn’t it? 

A long while later, I heard mum humming as she vacuumed the other bedrooms. 

Creak, my door opened.  The humming stopped. 

“Blessing! What are you doing?” she whispered now, disbelief all over her face.

“I … I … I was just going… ,” I started to reply, but she interrupted me. 

“I cannot believe it! The day I see you tidying will be the very 

same day I see pigs fly!” she shouted.  

“Mum, pigs can’t fly,” I dared to reply. 

“Exactly, Blessing! Exactly!” she muttered as she 

turned on her heel and left. 

I remained on my bed and started to imagine that 

pigs could actually fly.  What a sight that would be!
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1. What is mum asking Blessing to do? Tick one. 

2. Who is telling the story? 

3. What would Blessing do instead of tidying her room? Tick two.

4. How do we know that mum is not happy when she realises Blessing has not tidied her room? 

6. Where does Blessing sit in her bedroom? 

5. Find another word for huge in the story. 

QUESTIONS

DIFFICULTY : HARD

Watch TV     

Play in the garden  

Mop the floor  

Dress her doll  

Play with her dolls  

Tidy her room    

Mop the floor   

Watch TV   
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8. What does Blessing describe as brand new and unopened? 

9. Why do you think mum stops humming when she enters Blessing’s bedroom? 

10. What do you think mum means when she says The day I see you tidying will be the very 

same day I see pigs fly! 

11. Sequence the story in the order it happens from 1 to 5. 

7. Why do you think Blessing says that play always wins? 

DIFFICULTY : HARD

Blessing sits on her bed. 

Mum asks Blessing to tidy her room for the first time. 

Blessing wonders what it would look like to see a pig fly.

Mum finds Blessing sitting on the bed. 

Mum tells Blessing to go upstairs and tidy her room. 
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Blessing

Children could answer with - Mum has bellowed or shouted at Blessing OR Mum 

storms out of the room 

Big

On the end of her bed 

DIFFICULTY : HARD

ANSWERS

1. What is mum asking Blessing to do? Tick one. 

2. Who is telling the story? 

3. What would Blessing do instead of tidying her room? Tick two.

4. How do we know that mum is not happy when she realises Blessing has not tidied her room? 

6. Where does Blessing sit in her bedroom? 

5. Find another word for huge in the story. 

Play with her dolls  

Tidy her room    

Mop the floor   

Watch TV   

Watch TV     

Play in the garden  

Mop the floor  

Dress her doll  
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DIFFICULTY : HARD

8. What does Blessing describe as brand new and unopened? 

9. Why do you think mum stops humming when she enters Blessing’s bedroom? 

10. What do you think mum means when she says The day I see you tidying will be the very 

same day I see pigs fly! 

11. Sequence the story in the order it happens from 1 to 5. 

7. Why do you think Blessing says that play always wins? 

Children provide a response along the lines of - Tidying is boring compared to 

playing OR she does not want to tidy her room OR Blessing is easily distracted and 

wants to play instead of tidy 

LOL Surprise

Blessing sits on her bed. 

Mum asks Blessing to tidy her room for the first time. 

Blessing wonders what it would look like to see a pig fly.

Mum finds Blessing sitting on the bed. 

Mum tells Blessing to go upstairs and tidy her room. 

3

1
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4
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She is shocked and unhappy that Blessing is still not tidying her room

Mum means she doesn’t think she will ever see Blessing tidy her room as seeing a pig 

fly is impossible and so is Blessing tidying her room. 


