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DIFFICULTY: 

Traction Man and Scrubbing Brush were outside in the garden. It was a lovely summer’s

day. The sun was shining and the birds were singing in the trees. Scrubbing Brush was 

so happy to be outside that he was running round and around on the green grass. 

Traction Man was wearing his action trousers, camouflage vest and his brown bandana. 

He was crawling slowly in search of an insect to trap in his secret trap.

While Traction Man was so busy watching the little insects, he didn’t notice that one of 

his arch enemies was coming towards him. Soon, it was too late - Evil Professor Spade 

was in front of him. His sharp, metal blade was glinting in the sunlight. He screeched 

with delight when he realised that he had trapped the famous Traction Man! Traction 

Man could hear screaming coming from the sandpit. The wicked Professor had 

kidnapped Mr and Mrs Potato Head! Traction man tried to get up 

from the path but he was stuck. Meanwhile, Professor 

Spade was getting closer and closer.

Suddenly, Traction Man heard a strange noise. 

“Arf! Arf! Arf!” Traction Man had forgotten

about his trusty sidekick! It was Scrubbing Brush 

and he was running down the path. Bang!

Crash! Wallop! He ran straight into Professor 

Spade who instantly fell to the floor.

Quickly, Traction Man jumped up and into the 

golden sandpit where the Potato Heads had

been held captive. In a flash, he had untied the 

Potato Heads and put them back on the

path. “How can we ever thank you Traction 

Man?” they said.

“Don’t thank me,” said Traction Man, “Thank 

Scrubbing Brush. He saved the day.”
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1. Look at the paragraph beginning ‘Traction Man and Scrubbing Brush…’

    Write down three items that Traction Man is wearing.

1.

2.

3.

2. ‘He was crawling slowly in search of an insect to trap in his secret trap’.
    Why do you think Traction Man was ‘crawling slowly’?

he was very tired

he didn’t want to scare the insects

he liked to move slowly

it was too hot

3. Look at the paragraph beginning ‘While Traction Man was so busy’.

    Draw a picture of the scene in this paragraph.
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4. Fill in the table to indicate whether each of the statements is true or false. 
    The first one has been done for you.

True False

Traction Man was too busy watching insects.

Scrubbing Brush had been captured.

Evil Professor Spade had a sharp blade.

Traction Man jumped up off the path.

6. Look at the paragraph beginning ‘Suddenly, Traction Man heard a strange noise.’

    What was making the strange noise?

7. Put these events from the story in order, using the number 1-5. 
    The first one has been done for you.

Evil Professor Spade blocked Traction Man’s path

Scrubbing Brush knocked Evil Professor Spade over

Traction Man was searching for insects 1

The Potato Heads said thank you

Traction Man untied the Potato Heads

8. ‘In a flash, he had untied the Potato Heads and put them back on the path’.
    Tick one word that means the same as ‘In a flash’.

brightly

quickly

next

slowly

5. ‘His sharp, metal blade was glinting in the sunlight’.

    Find and copy one word that means the same as ‘shining’.

1
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1. Look at the paragraph beginning ‘Traction Man and Scrubbing Brush…’

    Write down three items that Traction Man is wearing.

1.

2.

3.

2. ‘He was crawling slowly in search of an insect to trap in his secret trap’.
    Why do you think Traction Man was ‘crawling slowly’?

he was very tired

he didn’t want to scare the insects

he liked to move slowly

it was too hot

3. Look at the paragraph beginning ‘While Traction Man was so busy’.

    Draw a picture of the scene in this paragraph.

trousers

vest

bandana
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4. Fill in the table to indicate whether each of the statements is true or false. 
    The first one has been done for you.

True False

Traction Man was too busy watching insects.

Scrubbing Brush had been captured.

Evil Professor Spade had a sharp blade.

Traction Man jumped up off the path.

6. Look at the paragraph beginning ‘Suddenly, Traction Man heard a strange noise.’

    What was making the strange noise?

7. Put these events from the story in order, using the number 1-5. 
    The first one has been done for you.

Evil Professor Spade blocked Traction Man’s path

Scrubbing Brush knocked Evil Professor Spade over

Traction Man was searching for insects 1

The Potato Heads said thank you

Traction Man untied the Potato Heads

8. ‘In a flash, he had untied the Potato Heads and put them back on the path’.
    Tick one word that means the same as ‘In a flash’.

brightly

quickly

next

slowly

5. ‘His sharp, metal blade was glinting in the sunlight’.

    Find and copy one word that means the same as ‘shining’.

glinting

Scrubbing Brush
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3

1
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