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Yesterday afternoon, during a 

mid-afternoon performance of William 

Shakespeare’s popular play Henry VIII, a 

great fire blazed through the famous Globe 

Theatre and caused the building to burn to 

the ground!  The playhouse, which is 

positioned on the bankside of the River 

Thames, was packed and the audience was 

forced to quickly flee to escape the 

dangerous flames, after a cannon caused 

the fire to start.  

During the performance, whose official title 

is ‘All Is True’, it appears that a stage 

cannon was fired near the end of Act One 

to mark the entrance of King Henry. This 

was an exciting part of the play so no-one 

seemed to notice that a piece of flaming 

material from one of the cannons had 

landed on the theatre’s thatched roof. A 

thatched roof is made from dried straw and 

it is extremely flammable. 

Within minutes, and before anyone could 

stop it, the flames had quickly spread until 

the whole of the roof was alight. It was a 

hot and dry day which caused the fire to 

spread even faster. The flames were huge 

but why did none of the audience members 

see the first signs of trouble?

Although there was smoke curling upwards 

towards the sky, barely any of the audience 

members noticed it because their attention 

was too drawn to the show that was taking 

place on the stage. Before anyone could 

take action, the flames had consumed the 

theatre, which had an all-wooden structure. 

The theatre, which was opened in 1599, 

was a three-storey, open-air theatre and it 

was able to hold up to three-thousand 

spectators before it was burnt to the 

ground. At the same time, a house next 

door was also claimed by the flames. 

When the audience finally realised what 

was happening, there was a panicked 

evacuation. One eye-witness explained, 

“Some people were so worried that they left 

their cloaks behind!” Another person was 

forced to throw ale over themselves 

because their clothes had set on fire and 

someone else – Dave Jackson – was 

reportedly burned when they tried to save 

a child from the building. He said: “The 

flames were huge but I didn’t have a choice 

so I ran in with my cloak pulled up over my 

head, grabbed my child and ran out 

again.”

Luckily, it is believed that no-one died in 

this dramatic event. However, 

Shakespeare’s playhouse has been 

destroyed and regular audience members 

will need to look elsewhere for 

entertainment until the theatre can be 

re-built. It is suggested that when they do 

re-build, they consider using a material 

other than straw so that this type of 

accident is avoided in the future.
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Within minutes, and before anyone could 

stop it, the flames had quickly spread until 

the whole of the roof was alight. It was a 

hot and dry day which caused the fire to 

spread even faster. The flames were huge 

but why did none of the audience members 

see the first signs of trouble?

Although there was smoke curling upwards 

towards the sky, barely any of the audience 

members noticed it because their attention 

was too drawn to the show that was taking 

place on the stage. Before anyone could 

take action, the flames had consumed the 

theatre, which had an all-wooden structure. 

The theatre, which was opened in 1599, 

was a three-storey, open-air theatre and it 

was able to hold up to three-thousand 

spectators before it was burnt to the 

ground. At the same time, a house next 

door was also claimed by the flames. 

When the audience finally realised what 

was happening, there was a panicked 

evacuation. One eye-witness explained, 

“Some people were so worried that they left 

their cloaks behind!” Another person was 

forced to throw ale over themselves 

because their clothes had set on fire and 

someone else – Dave Jackson – was 

reportedly burned when they tried to save 

a child from the building. He said: “The 

flames were huge but I didn’t have a choice 

so I ran in with my cloak pulled up over my 

head, grabbed my child and ran out 

again.”

Luckily, it is believed that no-one died in 

this dramatic event. However, 

Shakespeare’s playhouse has been 

destroyed and regular audience members 

will need to look elsewhere for 

entertainment until the theatre can be 

re-built. It is suggested that when they do 

re-build, they consider using a material 

other than straw so that this type of 

accident is avoided in the future.

The Globe Theatre before it was burned down.

William Shakespeare
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QUESTIONS

3. What caused the fire to start? (1 mark) 

2. What play was being performed when the fire started? Write both of its names. (2 marks)

4. Why did no-one notice that the theatre was alight? (1 mark) 

1. What is the newspaper’s headline? Circle one. (1 mark) 

5. The fire spread quickly due to a number of factors. What were they? (2 marks) 

1.

2.
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10. What advice is given at the end of the report? Why do you think they gave this 

piece of advice? (2 marks) 

9. Answer true or false to these statements. (3 marks) 
True False

Three deaths caused by the fire. 

The theatre was opened in 1599. 

The theatre has a thatched roof. 

8. Why did one person need to throw ale over themselves? (1 mark) 

7. List three facts about The Globe Theatre. (3 marks) 

6. Link the words from the text to the correct synonyms. (4 marks) 

1.

2.

3.

spectators

evacuation

dramatic

startling

onlookers

ruined 

destroyed emptying
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ANSWERS

3. What caused the fire to start? (1 mark) 

2. What play was being performed when the fire started? Write both of its names. (2 marks)

4. Why did no-one notice that the theatre was alight? (1 mark) 

1. What is the newspaper’s headline? Circle one. (1 mark) 

5. The fire spread quickly due to a number of factors. What were they? (2 marks) 
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• Henry VIII

• All Is True

a piece of flaming material from one of the cannons had landed on the theatre’s 

thatched roof

they were too busy watching the show

(Choose from two of the following) 

   • the theatre had a thatched roof

   • the theatre had an all-wooden structure 

   • it was a hot and dry day

6. Link the words from the text to the correct synonyms. (4 marks) 

spectators

evacuation

dramatic

startling

onlookers

ruined 

destroyed emptying
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10. What advice is given at the end of the report? Why do you think they gave this 

piece of advice? (2 marks) 

9. Answer true or false to these statements. (3 marks) 
True False

Three deaths caused by the fire. 

The theatre was opened in 1599. 

The theatre has a thatched roof. 

8. Why did one person need to throw ale over themselves? (1 mark) 

7. List three facts about The Globe Theatre. (3 marks) 

(Choose three from the following list)

   • it was opened in 1599

   • it had three storeys 

   • it was an open-air theatre

   • it could hold 3000 spectators 

   • it burned down in 1613 

because his clothes were on fire

When they re-build the theatre, they advise that they don’t use a thatched roof because 

it is very flammable and can burn easily. Instead, they say they should use a different 

material which is safer so that this sort of accident doesn’t happen again. 


