
Tilly and the Time Machine
Chapter One

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 3 & Year 4: Retrieve and record information from non-fiction. More 
resources with this objective.
English Year 3 & Year 4: Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. More 
resources with this objective.

Differentiation for Challenge Activity:

Section A Answering multiple choice questions, using information from Chapter 1.
Section B Ordering the main events from Chapter 1.
Section C Deciding whether statements are true or false, using information from 
Chapter 1.
Section D Find and copy words in an extract from Chapter 1, using a given definition.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.

‘Tilly and the Time Machine’ is a swashbuckling, bum-shaking adventure by comedian 
and author Adrian Edmondson, and it’s illustrated throughout by newcomer Danny 
Noble.

Tilly is seven and a half - and about to make history. When Tilly's dad builds a time 
machine in the shed there's only one place she really wants 
to go: back to her sixth birthday party, when she ate too
many cupcakes and her mummy was still here. But then 
something goes wrong! Tilly's dad gets stuck in the past 
and only she can save him . . . Will they make it back in 
time for tea?

You can find videos of Adrian reading and Danny drawing 
on the Puffin Books YouTube channel.
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Tilly and the Time Machine
Chapter One – Teacher Version

Page 1
E: (Q1) What is Tilly doing when we first meet her?  Sleeping

S: (Q15) ‘In the middle of the night there was a loud explosion.’  
Do you think this is a good way to start a story?  Why/why not?  
Various responses that must link back to the text e.g. Yes, because 
it begins with the time of day and takes us straight into the action.   

D: (Q8) Why do you think the phrase ‘loud explosion’ is written in such large letters?  
Explosions are normally big and loud, so the large writing helps the reader imagine 
this.    

M: (Q23) ‘Tilly woke up with a start.’  What does the word ‘start’ tell us about the 
way in which Tilly woke up?  She woke up abruptly or with a jump.

E: (Q2) Why didn’t Tilly want to get out of bed?  It was a freezing cold night.

Page 2
D: (Q9) ‘It was as if someone had set off a large firework...’  Describe what you think 
Tilly can see and hear outside her window.  Various responses that make reference 
loud explosions and bright lights.

E: (Q3) Who do you think Big Tedder and Mr Fluffybunny are?  Tilly’s cuddly toys

D: (Q10) What clues are there in the room to suggest Tilly has got to go to school 
tomorrow?  Her uniform is laid out on the chair behind her door.

E: (Q4) Who is in the photo on Tilly’s bedside table?  Tilly with her mummy and dad.

Page 3
S: (Q16) In your own words, describe the layout of Tilly’s house.  Answers must make 
reference to the living room, kitchen and bathroom being downstairs and the two 
bedrooms being upstairs.

E: (Q5) What finally makes Tilly get out of bed?  Another explosion and shower of 
sparks followed by the smell of burning.

Page 4
S: (Q17) Who does her dad now work for?  He used to work for the 
government but he doesn’t work for anyone any more.
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D: (Q11) What is strange about the way her dad looks when we first meet him?  Half 
of his beard is on fire.

Page 5
M: (Q24) ‘No time for the stairs!’  Why do you think her dad says this?  He is really 
excited to show Tilly his machine.

S: (Q18) Why didn’t she bother arguing about being called small by her dad?  She 
was caught up in the excitement of the moment.

E: (Q6) What is wrong with her dad’s glasses?  One of the lenses is broken.

Page 6
M: (Q25) ‘I-I’m f-frightened,’  Why do you think the author has written this in this 
way?  When someone is frightened they can often find it difficult to get their words 
out.  

S: (Q19) What advice does Tilly’s dad give her when she is scared of jumping out of 
the window?  He tells her that ‘life is for living’ and ‘you only live once’.

M: (Q26) Do you think her mother would have approved of Tilly jumping out of the 
window?  What makes you think this?  No she wouldn’t.  Tilly says that, ‘if her 
mummy was still alive she wouldn’t let her do anything like this’.

Page 7
D: (Q12) Which TWO historical events has her dad already witnessed?  The Battle of 
Trafalgar and the 1966 World Cup Final.

Page 8
M: (Q27) Why do you think Tilly was afraid to say where she really wanted to go in 
the time machine?  She knew it would upset her dad.

Page 9
D: (Q13) Which TWO clues tell us that Tilly’s dad is about to cry?  He sniffed hard a 
couple of times and his eyes sparkled. 

S: (Q20) Why is the photo on her bedside table so important to Tilly?  It’s the last 
photo taken of her mummy and she’s laughing in it.

Page 10
E: (Q7) Identify FOUR things that makes her dad’s watch so special.  Answers could 
include: it was a gift from her mummy; it had been engraved; it had an extra-loud 
tick; it could tell you the day and date as well as sunrise and sunset; it also worked as 
a compass.   
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Page 12
M: (Q28) What does the word ‘dawdle’ mean?  To waste time or to be slow. 

Page 13
S: (Q21) What clues are there to suggest that the time machine has failed?  Answers 
could include: the lid flew off; there was a teeny-weeny explosion, there was a small 
spray of sparks; the lights faded; it turned itself off with a loud pop.  

Page 14
S: (Q22) How do you think Tilly felt when the time machine didn’t work?  Various 
responses which reference her desire to see her mummy again.

M: (Q29) What time of year do you think it is?  Find and copy TWO groups of words 
that tell you this.  Winter because it says, ‘she could see her breath in the freezing 
night air’ (page 14) and ‘her feet could feel the frost on the path’ (page 15) or ‘it was 
a freezing cold night and she really didn’t want to get out of bed.’ (page 1)

D: (Q14) What do you think will happen in the next chapter?  Various responses.
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Tilly and the Time Machine
Chapter One – Comprehension

Section A

1. What is Tilly doing when we first meet her?  

2. Why didn’t Tilly want to get out of bed?

3. Who do you think Big Tedder and Mr Fluffybunny are?

4. Who is in the photo on Tilly’s bedside table?

5. What finally makes Tilly get out of bed?

6. What is wrong with her dad’s glasses?

7. Identify FOUR things that makes her dad’s watch so special.
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Section B

8. Why do you think the phrase ‘loud explosion’ is written in such large letters?

9. ‘It was as if someone had set off a large firework...’  Describe what you think Tilly 
can see and hear outside her window.

10. What clues are there in the room to suggest Tilly has got to go to school 
tomorrow?

11. What is strange about the way her dad looks when we first meet him?

12. Which TWO historical events has her dad already witnessed?

13. Which TWO clues tell us that Tilly’s dad is about to cry? 

14. What do you think will happen in the next chapter?
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Section C

15. ‘In the middle of the night there was a loud explosion.’  Do you think this is a 
good way to start a story?  Why/why not?

16. In your own words, describe the layout of Tilly’s house.

17. Who does her dad now work for?

18. Why didn’t she bother arguing about being called small by her dad? 

19. What advice does Tilly’s dad give her when she is scared of jumping out of the 
window?

20. Why is the photo on her bedside table so important to Tilly?

21. What clues are there to suggest that the time machine has failed?  

22. How do you think Tilly felt when the time machine didn’t work?

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

classroomsecrets.com
Chapter One – Tilly and the Time Machine – Comprehension

Tilly and the Time Machine text copyright © Adrian Edmondson, licenced to Classroom Secrets by Penguin Books Limited © 2017 

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Tilly 

resources here.

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/Tilly-and-the-Time-Machine/


Section D

23. ‘Tilly woke up with a start.’  What does the word ‘start’ tell us about the way in 
which Tilly woke up?  

24. ‘No time for the stairs!’  Why do you think her dad says this?

25. ‘I-I’m f-frightened,’  Why do you think the author has written this in this way?

26. Do you think her mother would have approved of Tilly jumping out of the 
window?  What makes you think this?

27. Why do you think Tilly was afraid to say where she really wanted to go in the 
time machine?

28. What does the word ‘dawdle’ mean?

29. What time of year do you think it is?  Find and copy TWO groups of words that 
tell you this.
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Tilly and the Time Machine
Chapter One – Challenge Activity

Section A

• Where is Tilly when we first meet her?  Tick ONE box.

• How does Tilly’s dad describe their house?  Tick ONE box.

• Who did Tilly’s dad visit at the Battle of Trafalgar?  Tick ONE box.

at school

in her bed

in the shed

in the garden

two up, three down

three up, two down

three up, three down

two up, two down

Admiral Henson

Admiral Newman

Admiral Nelson

Admiral Neelan
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Tilly and the Time Machine
Chapter One – Challenge Activity

Section B

Place these events in the order in which they happen.

Section C

Use the information in the text to decide whether these statements are true or false.

• Her dad explains that he has built a time machine.

• Tilly is woken by a loud explosion.

• The time machine breaks, so Tilly goes back to bed.

• Tilly jumps out of the window.

• She asks to travel back to her sixth birthday.

True False

Tilly’s dad is an inventor.

Tilly is eight and a half years old.

Tilly’s mummy has died.

Her dad travelled back in time to watch the 1988 World 
Cup Final.

Tilly doesn’t have to go to school tomorrow.

Tilly is doing a school project about Victorian England.
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Tilly and the Time Machine
Chapter One – Challenge Activity

Section D

FIND and COPY one word in the text that means:

Tilly stepped out into the yard; her feet could feel the frost on the path 
as she tiptoed back to the house.  She climbed the stairs to her 
bedroom and went to close her window.  Looking out, she could see 
the light from her dad’s torch in the shed flashing all over the place.  
There was obviously something seriously wrong with the machine.

• small white crystals on the ground

• walked quietly with your heels raised

• a battery powered light

• a piece of ground behind a house

• a storage space or workshop

• a way of getting from one floor to another

• an opening in the wall of a building

• not right
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Tilly and the Time Machine
Chapter One – Challenge Activity

Section A

• Where is Tilly when we first meet her?  Tick ONE box.

• How does Tilly’s dad descried their house?  Tick ONE box.

• Who did Tilly’s dad visit at the Battle of Trafalgar?  Tick ONE box.

at school

in her bed

in the shed

in the garden

two up, three down

three up, two down

three up, three down

two up, two down

Admiral Henson

Admiral Newman

Admiral Nelson

Admiral Neelan
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Tilly and the Time Machine
Chapter One – Challenge Activity

Section B

Place these events in the order in which they happen.

Section C

Use the information in the text to decide whether these statements are true or false.
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• Her dad explains that he has built a time machine. 3

• Tilly is woken by a loud explosion. 1

• The time machine breaks, so Tilly goes back to bed. 5

• Tilly jumps out of the window. 2

• She asks to travel back to her sixth birthday. 4

True False

Tilly’s dad is an inventor.

Tilly is eight and a half years old.

Tilly’s mummy has died.

Her dad travelled back in time to watch the 1988 World 
Cup Final.

Tilly doesn’t have to go to school tomorrow.

Tilly is doing a school project about Victorian England.
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Tilly and the Time Machine
Chapter One – Challenge Activity

Section D

FIND and COPY one word in the text that means:
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Tilly stepped out into the yard; her feet could feel the frost on the path 
as she tiptoed back to the house.  She climbed the stairs to her 
bedroom and went to close her window.  Looking out, she could see 
the light from her dad’s torch in the shed flashing all over the place.  
There was obviously something seriously wrong with the machine.
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• small white crystals on the ground frost

• walked quietly with your heels raised tiptoed

• a battery powered light torch

• a piece of ground behind a house yard

• a storage space or workshop shed

• a way of getting from one floor to another stairs

• an opening in the wall of a building window

• not right wrong
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Whole Class Guided Reading – Teaching Guide

• Give each pair a copy of the book to read individually or as a whole class.

• The teacher should use the teacher version.  It tells you where to pause after each page and 
provides questions for you to ask.  The colours refer to our levels so that you can direct specific 
questions at specific students (their version does not have these colours or show them which is 
mastery, etc.).  The questions are also numbered in the order they appear on the comprehension 
sheet. 

Beginner – (Red) 
Easy – (Blue)
Tricky – (Orange)
Expert – (Green)

• The children can record their answers to the questions at the end of the shared read/discussion or 
in a different session by using the comprehension sheet.  The questions have been re-grouped into 
abilities so that you can assign sections to specific children.

Section A – Beginner
Section B – Easy
Section C – Tricky
Section D – Expert
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